Daufuskie Island Council Board Meeting Minutes
September 21, 2015, 5:30pm
Mary Fields School
Directors present: Janet Adams, Steve Hill, Chuck Hunter, Bill Nickels, Len Pojednic, John
Schartner, Charlie Small
Directors absent: Dickie Phelps, Mike Davis
Guests: 5 members of the Beaufort County Sheriff’s Department
Meeting called to order: 5:30pm
17 people in attendance.
Charlie Small opened the meeting by introducing Captain JoJo Woodward, Southern
Enforcement Commander, who was invited to speak about safety concerns and to learn from
him how residents should communicate those concerns.
Captain Woodward introduced members of the Water Patrol and described how 911 calls are
received and help dispatched out of Hilton Head or Bluffton.
The Supervisor on the Road comes over if needed. Marine patrol, if they are already in the
water, comes straight over. After hours, two officers will come over on the Haig Point water taxi
from Harbour Town and use a fully equipped truck for land transportation that is parked by the
Mansion at Haig Point.
The expected response time is 30 minutes (After hours example: call received, travel to Harbour
Town, take water taxi, walk to truck, drive to location).
He relayed some statistics: Since January 2015, 194 emergency calls have been made from
Daufuskie Island. 2 car accidents, 13 traffic stops, 3 water emergencies, 5 water vessel
searches, 6 follow-ups, 8 civil process (taxes, evictions), 1 animal complaint, 1 breaking and
entering, 5 stolen property, 5 stolen vehicles, 5 suspicious activity, 2 aggravated alarms, a few
unlawful dumpings, 2 domestics, 45 extra patrols (checking buildings), 19 extra patrols at
residences.
A full list of statistics will be sent to the Council.
He noted that 31 of the calls were “911 hang ups”. If warranted, officers will search the location
of the “911 hang up” (located by phone number and GPS) checking to be sure if a caller is
unconscious or unable to speak.
Captain Woodward reminded the audience about “10 digit calling” - the 843 area code must
now be dialed before making local phone calls.
The Captain requested that residents report unusual activity as it may help the police

department stop a crime before it happens. He encouraged everyone to call if they see
something that isn’t right.
911 for emergencies
Non-emergency numbers:
843-255-3300 - day time
843-524-2777 - night time
Sheriff’s Department - 70 Shelter Cove Lane. Hilton Head Island, SC 29928
http://www.hiltonheadislandsc.gov/publicsafety/lawenforcement.cfm
Charlie Small and Bill Nickels expressed concern about a recent incident where renters at
Melrose were frightened by someone pounding on their door at 2:00am and the lag time
between a 911 call and help arriving.
Captain Woodward responded saying that you should call 911 in an emergency and stay on the
line with the dispatcher. He added that you do have the right to protect yourself. He also
suggested calling a neighbor from another phone line to alert them of your situation.
Deb Smith, property manager for the house, shared more details about the event.
John Schartner noted that he works at night at Haig Point and has received 911 calls -even
some that have come from vacant houses.
Chuck Henry also expressed concern about the time it takes law enforcement to get to
Daufuskie and added that emergency calls should not be made to the Fire Department.
Paula Nickels commented that many people have noticed an increase in vandalism during the
wedding season and asked if it is possible to have increased law enforcement during events.
Captain Woodward said that they can definitely send someone over for a big event but that they
will do what they have to do. “We are law enforcement”.
Charlie Small commented that the Council should make Haig Point aware that they can request
police presence for specific events.
Laura Winholt asked if there is an increase in “911 hang-ups” during wedding and tourist season
and if a Neighborhood Watch program might be considered.
Sergeant John Gobel, Supervisor, Beaufort County Environmental Crime Unit (ECU) said that
he had planned to attend the August Council meeting to discuss that issue but that the meeting
was cancelled.
Len Pojednic asked how often the Sheriff’s Department visits Daufuskie.

Sergeant Gobel responded “3 - 4 times per week” and that J. P. Cooler, the “quasi Daufuskie
Deputy” is on the Island 2 times per week. The weekend officer visits one day per weekend.
They are normally on Daufuskie during the daytime and take emergency calls at night.
He reminded the audience that once on the Island they must enforce all laws and noted that a
lot of people don’t like them coming over.
He also noted that Friday afternoon through Saturday night is a problem period.
Sergeant Gobel provided his cell phone number for non-emergency calls:
843-812-9548
Len Pojednic commented that “we are a community that can take care of itself” and that “we
don’t need a sheriff patrolling the roads but we need to know that you’ll be there if we have a
real emergency.”
He also said that he witnessed a drunk driving (golf cart) accident and that “that’s what we’re
trying to prevent”.
The Sheriff’s Department representatives were thanked by Charlie Small then departed.
Len Pojednic then warned against investigating an incident off of your own property saying that
it can end badly.
DAUFUSKIE ISLAND ELECTION
Charlie Small announced the next Daufuskie Island Council election in February 2016. 3 seats
will open up - Charlie Small, Bill Nickels and Dickie Phelps (fulfilling the term of Mike Loftus).
Terms of other Council members:
Janet Adams – Expires January 2017
John Schartner – Expires January 2017
Chuck Hunter – Expires January 2018
Steve Hill – Expires January 2018
Len Pojednic – Expires January 2018
Charlie encouraged people to consider running for the DI Council then thanked Steve Hill and
Chuck Hunter for organizing the September 15 meeting with members of the Beaufort County
Council, Senator Davis and Representative Bradley. He felt that it was a big success.
Steve Hill gave a quick overview of the September 15 meeting. Notes from the meeting are
posted on the DI Council website and he said that there are several positive articles in the local
papers about the visit. http://www.daufuskieislandcouncil.org/

Senator Tom Davis and Representative Jeff Bradley attended along with 10 of 11 Beaufort
County Council members: Cynthia Bensch, Gerald Dawson, Steven Forbes, Alice Howard,
William McBride, Stewart Rodman, Paul Sommerville, Jerry Stewart and Tabor Vaux. Beaufort
County Staff included: Eddie Bellamy, Suzanne Cook, Tony Criscitiello, Philip Foot, Joshua
Gruber, Alicia Holland, Tom Keaveny, Gary Kubick, Eric Larson, Jim Minor and Monica Spells.
Frank Eskridge from the Beaufort Jasper Water Sewer Authority also attended.
Local media was represented by Zack Murdaugh (The Island Packet/Beaufort Gazette) and
Scott Thompson (Bluffton Today).
The group came over from Broad Creek Marina on Wick Scurry’s boat and toured Daufuskie
with stops at Freeport Marina, Melrose Landing, the County Dock, Public Works Yard, dump
site, Community Park, the First Union African Baptist Church, Mary Fields School, Beach Road
by Bloody Point, witnessed erosion at Melrose and the Melrose Transfer Station. They returned
to Freeport for lunch then went to the Melrose Island House for the 2:00 public forum.
Steve asked Aaron Crosby to clarify the state of the Church land. Aaron said that the County
recognizes that they have no claim on the church property.
Chuck Hunter said that there has been a cumulative effect over many Councils and many years
that led to the Community Survey that served as the basis for the presentation. He clarified that
the money from the grant for the Community Park can only be used for that purpose. Chuck
continued saying that the County will ultimately move the containers at the dump to a “One
Island Solution” site for the transfer of solid waste that will include residential and commercial
debris. The head of Beaufort County Parks & Tourism wants to look at a grant to create a fullfledged park on a 9 acre County-owned parcel.
Chuck stated that the Beaufort County Council, with oversight from the Senator and State Rep,
will keep track of our progress regarding short term and long term projects. An example of a
short term project is building restrooms at the public beach access. Community cooperation will
be needed for water and sewer tie-in.
Chuck then mentioned restroom renovations at Marshside Mama’s and that the current lease
with the County ends in December 2015. He suggested that the new lease should contain
guidelines for the General Store and restrooms. He suggested that a meeting be held with
residents of the Historic District to discuss what the community wants from that County property.
A long term project is addressing the CoBRA Zone as it relates to beach renourishment and
flood insurance. Senator Davis, a strong advocate, and others have promised to help resolve
this issue.
Charlie Small was pleased that people who can help us are responding so that we can get
things done.
Len Pojecdnic praised Steve Hill and Chuck Hunter for their presentation on September 15
saying that it really got the County’s attention.

Chuck Hunter encouraged everyone to stay focused and organized and that what is needed
from the County is a “hand up, not a hand out”.
Tim Rivers commented that he attended the September 15 meeting and was very impressed
with Gary Kubick finding him articulate and straightforward and praised his presentation of short
vs. long term projects and solutions.
Charlie Small praised Tabor Vaux saying that he really came through for us.
Paula Nickels asked what the community can do to support the DI Council as communication
with the Beaufort County Council now has an open channel.
Charlie Small responded asking that the community communicate concerns to the Council so
they can be incorporated into the monthly meetings.
Chuck Hunter suggested that community members engage the Council at meetings and
continue to work together on projects like Historic Preservation, filling pot holes, cleaning up
roads, lots and the woods.
Deb Smith commented that good communication is key and appreciated the Council’s premeetings and meeting announcements. She was also impressed with the turn out at the
September 15 meeting saying that it showed Beaufort County that we care.
Laura Winholt commented that it is great to see the DI Council evolve and become more
focused as it builds momentum. She asked for the Council’s thoughts on that.
Charlie Small responded by saying that the DI Council intends to meet more frequently with the
Beaufort County Council when working groups are formed.
Chuck Hunter added that “a lot of doors are open” and mentioned Gary Kubick’s statement that
we must follow the Daufuskie Island Comprehensive Plan and that it was adopted into law.
Len Pojednic wished that more residents of the Historic District would run for the Council.
Aaron Crosby suggested that information be solicited from long-timers.
Steve Hill reminded the group that the Co-op was originally set up by the County with a kitchen
(for making Deviled Crab etc…) and a letter drop.
Len Pojednic hoped that future Council meetings would attract 40 - 50 people on a regular
basis.
Steve Hill then suggested the reinvigorating of the SPT (Sustainable Planning Team). The SPT,
which hasn’t been active, is intended as the design review committee that oversees
implementation of the Form Based Code. The SPT is to address ‘exceptions to the rule” as
much as it is to regulate development guidelines.

http://formbasedcodes.org/codes/daufuskie-island-code
Steve said that the time is coming for the plan’s 5 year renewal and with the potential for a lot of
building on the Island, felt that the SPT should be involved.
Jenny Hersch suggested a public reading of the Daufuskie Island Plan and accompanying
documents.
Laura Winholt was reminded of the 5 year renewal by Tony Criscitiello (Beaufort County Director
of Planning) and asked him how our community could become more educated about that
document. Tony Criscitiello offered the opportunity for his office to help a small number of
people who could then bring that information back to the Island.
Bill Nickels commented that the DI Council was formed to enforce the Comprehensive Plan.
http://www.bcgov.net/archives/county-government/planning-development/comprehensiveregional-plans/2010-daufuskieisland-communitypreservation.pdf
Aaron Crosby gave the Council a standing ovation for their great communication including their
website and encouraged the group to keep up the momentum. Regarding the election, he
hoped not only that a great number of people would vote but that a great number of people
would run - that “shows how seriously we take this body.”
TURTLE REPORT
Janet Adams gave a report on the Daufuskie Island Turtle Team’s work.
“It was a tough year for nests. Usually our turtle season is from May 1 - October 31. The
season has already ended. We lost 15 total nests. Factors were tides, storms, rain, raccoons,
armadillos and beach erosion. We've never had such a loss in the past. We had more false
crawls than ever before and 54 total nests this year compared to 34 last year. Hatch percentage
was a little over 50%.”
Tim Rivers asked what keeps raccoons and armadillos away from the nests.
Janet responded that they have tried placing netting over the nests but that the predators have
made their way under.
OPEN FORUM:
Laura Winholt commented on the Co-op lease being up for renewal in December 2015 and
encouraged setting up a meeting with residents of the Historic District.
Chuck Hunter suggested that it be a separate meeting not a Council meeting.
Laura suggested focus groups.

Chuck agreed and said that this should be organized quickly before the County has drawn up
the document.
Charlie Small agreed to set up a meeting within 30 days.
Charlie thanked everyone and the meeting was adjourned.
Meeting adjourned: 6:30pm
Minutes submitted by: Jenny Hersch
Minutes submitted to Council for review on: Tuesday September 22
NEXT MEETING: MONDAY OCTOBER 19 at 5:30pm

