
Daufuskie Island Council 
Meeting Minutes

Mary Fields School
Monday, March 16, 2015, 4:30 PM 

                  

Directors present: Charlie Small (Chair), Chuck Hunter (Vice-Chair), Bill Nickels, John 
Schartner, Steve Hill

Directors Absent: Len Pojednic, Mike Davis, Richard Phelps, Janet Adams
                
Guest: Tony Criscitiello, Beaufort County Planning Director

Attendees: 17
 
A quorum being present, the meeting was called to order at 4:30 PM by Council Chair Charlie 
Small.  

Minutes of the 23 February, 2015 council meeting were previously approved and recorded.

Council Chair Charlie Small kicked-off the meeting by thanking the attendees for 
accommodating the earlier meeting time. The Chair then welcomed Tony Criscitiello, Beaufort 
County Planning Director, for agreeing to join the meeting in order to explain the Beaufort 
County Recreational Vehicle ordinance.  

Guest Speaker

Tony Criscitiello addressed the meeting by first explaining that Recreational Vehicles are defined 
as either motor vehicles or tow-able trailers and are primarily intended for leisure activities such 
as vacations and camping. Beaufort County ordinance (Sec. 78-68) cites that an RV is to be 
ready for highway use and is to be attached to the site only by quick-disconnect type utilities. 
For long-term placement, it is county policy to only issue permits for up to 180 days onsite, after 
which the Recreational Vehicle must be moved.  This is the general county code, for Daufuskie 
Island there is a special provision that allows, in emergency situations (after hurricanes, 
tornados, etc), temporary vehicles to be maintained on the same site for up to two years.

After the Planning Director’s presentation, the floor was opened for questions.

Laura Winholt: Is a Recreational Vehicle the same as a mobile home?

Response: No; a mobile home is a prefabricated structure used as a home, often permanently 
or semi-permanently in one place, but can be moved from time to time. Mobile homes are 
permitted on Daufuskie.

Paula Nickels: How is the county RV code of no more than 180 days on the same site 
enforced?



Response: The County will not issue permits for permanent Recreational Vehicles, or allow, in 
places like Daufuskie, Recreational Vehicles to be used as a temporary residence while building 
a permanent home.

Chuck Hunter: What should be done in case of violation?

Response: Notify Chuck Atkinson, in Beaufort County building enforcement (255-2078).  It is a 
misdemeanor offense. 

Laura Winholt: Does the plan for Daufuskie include a mobile home park?

Response: This topic should be addressed by the Sustainable Planning Team (SPT).  This team 
will be made up of island residents and property owners who will be appointed by the Beaufort 
County Planning Department.

Chuck Henry: Island residents are unfamiliar with the rules.  Beaufort County reps should have 
more of a presence on the island.

Response: County staff has been reduced making it difficult to send over officials to enforce.

Aaron Crosby: Beaufort County is dealing with a budget shortfall.  How can they send more 
people over to Daufuskie?

Response: County is attempting to hire additional staff.

Martha Hutton: We need pictures and descriptions to distinguish between mobile homes and 
Recreational Vehicles.

Response: County conforms to HUD guidelines regarding manufactured homes.

Georgia Roseberry: If we identify violators, how do we handle?

Response: Call Beaufort County Planning Department (255-2140).

Paula Nickels: On Daufuskie once a Recreational Vehicle or mobile home is brought over, they 
never leave.

Charlie Small: We are all concerned over the deterioration of Daufuskie; we should deal with 
this issue.

Deborah Smith: Appreciate the Council looking at this issue. I experienced frustration bringing 
over a custom built modular home.  Now is time to think out of the box – maybe pay deposit until 
temporary residence is removed from the island.

Response: Good idea; will make a note to see if possible.

Karen Opderbeck: Barge companies will not enforce prohibition concerning Recreational 
Vehicles on Daufuskie



Laura Winholt: Deposit is good idea; concern over unoccupied, run-down mobile homes 
cluttering island.

Aaron Crosby: Could be sensitive issue; some of these mobile homes are used for storage.

Georgia Roseberry: Some of these abandoned homes are on owners property.

Response: It can get complicated, especially when some of these buildings are turned into 
accessory dwellings.

Laura Winholt: Concern over safety of these temporary dwellings.

Response: County code requires tie downs and septic hook-ups.

Nancy Ludke: What does it take to condemn these homes?

Response: Condemning is complicated.  It’s using the power of government to accomplish the 
common good.

The Chair concluded the discussion by affirming we must better manage this problem or it will 
not be solved. Several attendees reminded the group that it will be a sensitive issue. The Vice-
Chair suggested that the SPT could be reenergized and the County should be advised. Tony 
Criscitiello volunteered to make island maps broken down by parcels available to assist with the 
identification of derelict mobile homes and Recreational Vehicles.  The Council will follow-up on 
this.

Committee Reports

Island Communication: Jenny Hersch will be joining this committee to assist Dickie Phelps in 
reaching all communities on the island.

Government Outreach: Chuck Hunter and Steve Hill have met and established this committee. 
They are seeking additional members and will soon be reaching out to Beaufort County Council 
to introduce themselves and encourage council members to visit Daufuskie.

Municipal Incorporation and other issues: Len Pojednic and this committee have continued their 
in depth research, focusing not only on municipal incorporation but also other governance and 
grant access options. Daufuskie’s current low density levels (7.8 square miles, approximately 
450 residents and approximately 900 dwelling units) will pose a large impediment -- both legally 
and practically. Even though the State provides a sea island exemption from the usual 300 
residents per sq mile requirement, Daufuskie is at least 800 dwelling units short of compliance. 
On the practical side, it is questionable how the current Daufuskie population level can generate 
tax revenue sufficient to pay for necessary municipal services. Although grant money is 
generally more available to municipalities, there are probably public and private grants that 
unincorporated communities can access for specific purposes (e.g. transportation).

Ferry: The ferry committee has been inactive for the past year. Steve Hill is working to get it 
back up and running.  He recently met with the committee’s previous chair, Aaron Crosby. Aaron 
shared the committee’s document library and explained previous efforts to engage with the 



county to provide reliable, ferry service to the island. Mr. Crosby has agreed to serve on the 
ferry committee (after the meeting John Wampler also volunteered to serve).

Roads: Bill Nickels has successfully formed a committee consisting of John Hill, John Colter, 
Terri Painter, and Eddie Havird. 

Bill explained his recent work with the county director of roads to arrange a right-of-way to 
permit future ongoing county road maintenance. The County would assume ownership of the 
road. Recent efforts have focused on Beach Road. Letters have been sent to lot owners along 
the road seeking permission to commence the work. The county requires 25’ clearance on 
either side of the road. Three positive responses have already been received. Bill will reach out 
to other owners to explain the county’s process and requirements.

Bill praised the recently conducted ‘Operation Pot Hole’ which was an island organized self-help 
effort to fill pot holes in some badly rutted sections of island roads. Donation of over 45 bags of 
concrete allowed repairs of hundreds of potholes. After the work was completed, all volunteers 
enjoyed an island social gathering. The entire evolution was a great example of the Daufuskie 
Island spirit.

The roads committee is addressing the issue of safe driver operation on Daufuskie roads by 
posting signs in five high-traffic locations reminding operators that underage drivers are not 
permitted and driver’s licenses are required. Tony Criscitiello, representing Beaufort County, 
provided hardware to allow Bill to complete posting the signs.

The Roads Committee will investigate establishing a bike path on the island, possibly along the 
SCG&E power right-of-way.

Survey Committee: Steve Hill has formed a committee consisting of Paula Nickels, Tina Fine, 
and Janet Adams to draft a survey to engage island residents to better understand their views 
and priorities. It’s anticipated the survey will be distributed via the Daufuskie Blast, as well as 
placing hard copies around the Island. The intention is to make it ‘bite sized’, and share results.  
This first survey will concentrate on several general themes: Daufuskie Island Council, priority 
island issues, sense of community, and respondent profile.

Open Session

Chuck Henry emphasized the need to get Beaufort County Council representative Roberts 
“Tabor” Vaux over to Daufuskie Island. There is a perception that he is not paying enough 
attention to this part of his constituency.  His involvement and leadership is needed on issues 
such as solid waste removal.

Other Business

There being no other comments or questions, before closing the meeting Council Chair Charlie 
Small indicated that council funds are nearly depleted and the council will soon sponsor a fund 
raiser. In response to questions as to how the funds will be used, he pointed out that the 
Council’s insurance premium is now due.

Next Meeting: Monday, April 20, 5:30 PM



Meeting adjourned: 5:45 PM
Minutes submitted by Steve Hill, Council Secretary


